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Sonia Villalón 

Teacher Specialist 
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101 Persuasive Essay Topics 
By: Mr. Morton 
 

Whether you are a student in need of a persuasive essay topic, or a teacher looking to 
assign a persuasive essay, this list of 101 persuasive essay topics should be a great 
resource.  I taxed my brain to create this huge list of persuasive essay topics relevant to 
today's society, but I believe I am happy with the results.  I appreciate any and all 
comments or feedback. 
 

1. Should students be allowed to have cell phones in elementary and high schools? 
2. Should students have to wear uniforms? 
3. Should college athletes be paid for playing? 
4. Should the elderly receive free bus rides? 
5. Should state colleges be free to attend? 
6. Should all American citizens have to complete a year of community service? 
7. Should students be required to take Spanish classes? 
8. Should marijuana be legal for medicinal purposes? 
9. Should the voting age be lowered to thirteen? 
10. Should the driving age be raised to twenty-one?  
11. Should students be paid for having good grades? 
12. Should illegal immigrants be allowed to get drivers licenses?  
13. Should not wearing a seatbelt be illegal? 
14. Should students’ textbooks be replaced by notebook computers? 
15. Should students have to pass a basic skills test to graduate high school? 
16. Should schools raise money by selling candy and sugary soft drinks to students? 
17. Should schools serve french-fries and fried potato products to students at lunch? 
18. Should students’ grades in gym affect their grade point averages? 
19. Should girls be allowed to play on boys sports teams? 
20. Should teens be able to buy violent video games? 
21. Should boys and girls be in separate classes? 
22. Should teenage girls be allowed to get birth control without the permission of their parents? 
23. Should our country have a universal health care program? 
24. Should immigration laws be reformed? 
25. Should the federal government recognize civil unions? 
26. Should people who download music and movies illegally be punished? 
27. Should school athletes have to be on the honor roll to play in games? 
28. Should music with curse words be allowed at school dances? 
29. Should public schools begin the day with a silent prayer time? 
30. Should students be able to listen to MP3 players on headphones during study hall? 
31. Should schools offer fast food options like McDonalds or Taco Bell? 
32. Should smoking be allowed at parks and other outdoor public venues? 
33. Should cities offer free public Wi-Fi? 
34. Should the government place a tax on junk food and fatty snacks? 
35. Should the 2nd amendment give citizens the right to own assault weaponry?  
36. Should people travelling in airplanes have to undergo intensive security screenings? 
37. Should restaurants be allowed to sell genetically modified chickens under the name 

“chicken”? 
38. Should teachers have to pass a basic skills test every ten years to renew their certification? 
39. Should people be allowed to keep exotic animals like chimpanzees or tigers? 
40. Should people be allowed to keep pit-bull dogs? 
41. Should the city offer a bike sharing program? 
42. Should there be an ordinance citing people who fail to recycle $50? 
43. Should there be an ordinance citing people who play music too loudly $50? 
44. Should prostitution be legalized and regulated by the government? 
45. Should celebrities who break the law face stricter penalties? 
46. Should the government increase spending on the space program? 
47. Should larger passengers have to pay for two plane or movie theater tickets? 
48. Should children have to use booster seats in cars? 



49. Should people have to get a license to become parents? 
50. Should there be tougher federal restrictions for content on the internet? 
51. Should people be allowed to curse on daytime television? 
52. Should owners be legally accountable for clearing snow from sidewalks on their property? 
53. Should sexual education be taught in public schools? 
54. Should students be able to get free condoms at school? 
55. Should students who commit cyberbullying be suspended from school? 
56. Should corporations be allowed to advertise in schools? 
57. Should students be allowed to eat during class? 
58. Should more be done to protect and preserve endangered animals? 
59. Is it appropriate for students and teachers to be friends on Facebook? 
60. Should students have open campus lunch periods? 
61. Should abortions be legal? 
62. Should abortions be legal in cases of rape and incest? 
63. Should the death penalty be used to punish violent criminals? 
64. Should students learn about world religions in public schools? 
65. Should schools start later in the morning? 
66. Should the USA end overseas military operations? 
67. Should politicians be allowed to accept campaign contributions from corporate lobbyists? 
68. Should people with terminal illnesses have the right to doctor assisted suicides? 
69. Should Puerto Rico become a state? 
70. Should stem cell researchers be able to use the stem cells from aborted babies to cure 

diseases? 
71. Should school athletes have to take drug tests? 
72. Should professional athletes have to take drug tests? 
73. Should America convert to the metric system? 
74. Should high school students have to complete community service hours to graduate? 
75. Should teens over 13 years be allowed into R rated movies? 
76. Should state tests be given in other languages for ESL students? 
77. Should scientists be allowed to test products intended for human use on animals? 
78. Should unhealthy fast food products be sold with a warning label? 
79. Should there be a tariff or tax on products manufactured outside of the country? 
80. Should students or teachers receive money for scoring well on standardized tests? 
81. Should everyone under the age of 17 have a 9:00 PM curfew? 
82. Should schools with low scores on standardized tests be closed? 
83. Should minors be allowed to drink alcoholic beverages in their homes with their parents’ 

consent? 
84. Should students be allowed to drop out before they turn 18 years old? 
85. Should alcohol manufacturers be allowed to advertise on television? 
86. Should students as young as fourteen be allowed to hold jobs? 
87. Should American families have a two child max rule to limit population growth? 
88. Should children younger than thirteen be allowed to watch MTV or music videos? 
89. Should people who are caught driving drunk lose their licenses for a year? 
90. Should students who fail their classes be retained and have to repeat the grade? 
91. Should large businesses and corporations be required to employee a number of minorities 

proportionate to the population? 
92. Should female construction workers earn the same wages as males? 
93. Should children in temporary living situations with 3.0 GPAs earn free college tuition? 
94. Should gambling and sports betting be illegal or should the government regulate it? 
95. Should children who commit violent crimes be tried as adults? 
96. Should the government be allowed to detain suspected terrorists without trial? 
97. Should the government censor internet content deemed inappropriate? 
98. Should teachers have to wear uniforms or have a dress code?  
99. Should teachers be allowed to have cell phones in the classroom? 
100. Should the state execute dogs that have bitten someone? 
101.  Should talking on a cell phone without a hands-free device while driving be   illegal? 
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Beginning 
first of all   
to begin with   
in the first place   
generally speaking   
accordingly   
first 
to illustrate my point 
for example   
for instance   
as a rule   
for the most part   
generally 
thereupon    
also   
as well as   
besides   
likewise   
moreover   
similarly 
on one hand   
on the other hand   
rather  
similarly   
yet   
but   
however   
here   
there   
over there   
beyond   
nearly   
opposite   
under   
above  
to the left   
to the right   
in the distance  
by the way   
Incidentally 
let me explain 

 

Concluding 
for now   
for this reason   
as a result   
consequently   
meanwhile   
later   
while  
earlier  
simultaneously   
afterward   
in conclusion   
with this in mind  
after all   
all in all   
all things considered   
briefly  by and large   
in any case   
in any event   
in conclusion   
on the whole   
in short   
in summary   
in the final analysis   
in the long run   
to sum up   
to summarize   
finally 
singularly 
exclusive of 
as you can see 
for these reasons 
to wrap up   
to conclude 
for this reason 
simply stated 
once again 
to sum up my thoughts 
 

 

Middle 
aside from   
other than   
barring   
except   
therefore  
coupled with   
furthermore   
in addition   
the meantime   
ordinarily   
usually 
hence   
otherwise   
so then   
as an example   
in this case 
comparatively   
coupled with   
correspondingly   
identically   
likewise   
similar   
moreover   
together with 
in essence   
in other words   
namely   
that is   
that is to say   
in short  
 in brief   
to put it differently 
at first 
on the contrary   
at the same time  
above all   
particularly 
including 
especially   
for instance  
specifically 
especially   
particularly   
 
  
 
 

The transi onal words have been organized into three categories: Beginning sentences or  
paragraphs, within a paragraph or to conclude a paragraph or wri ng. Some are interchangeable. 
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Name__________________________ Writing  Helpers  
  
                               Transitional Words 

accordingly   
as a result   
consequently   
for this reason   
for this purpose   
hence   
otherwise   
so then   
subsequently   
therefore   
thus    
thereupon    
also   
as well as   
besides   
coupled with   
furthermore   
in addition   
likewise   
moreover   
Similarly 
by the same token   
conversely   
Instead 
likewise  
on one hand   
on the other hand   
on the contrary   
rather  
similarly   
yet   
but   
however   
still   
nevertheless   
in contrast 
here   
there   
over there   
beyond   
nearly   
opposite   
under   
above  
to the left   
to the right   
in the distance  
by the way   

for now   
for the time being   
the next step   
in time  in turn   
later on  
meanwhile   
next   
then   
soon   
the meantime   
later   
while  
earlier  
simultaneously   
afterward   
in conclusion   
with this in mind  
after all   
all in all   
all things considered   
briefly  by and large   
in any case   
in any event   
in brief  in conclusion   
on the whole   
in short   
in summary   
in the final analysis   
in the long run   
on balance   
to sum up   
to summarize   
finally 
especially   
particularly   
singularly 
aside from   
barring   
beside   
except   
excepting   
excluding   
exclusive of   
other than   
outside of  save 

  

as a rule   
as usual   
for the most part   
generally   
generally speaking   
ordinarily   
usually 
for example   
for instance   
for one thing   
as an illustration   
illustrated with   
as an example   
in this case 
comparatively   
coupled with   
correspondingly   
identically   
likewise   
similar   
moreover   
together with 
in essence   
in other words   
namely   
that is   
that is to say   
in short  
 in brief   
to put it differently 
at first   
first of all   
to begin with   
in the first place   
at the same time  
above all   
chiefly   
with attention to   
particularly 
including 
especially   
for instance   
in particular   
markedly  
 namely   
particularly 
 





Persuasion Map

1.

2.

3.

Goal or Thesis: Conclusion:

1a.

1b.

1c.

2a.

2b.

2c.

3a.

3b.

3c.

Goal or Thesis: A goal or 
thesis is a statement that 
describes one side of an 
arguable viewpoint. Write 
your own goal or thesis here.

Main Reasons: Briefly state three 
main reasons that would convince 
someone that your goal or thesis is 
valid.

Facts or Examples: Write 
three facts or examples to 
support each of your main 
reasons and validate your 
goal or thesis.

Conclusion: Conclude your 
argument by summarizing the most 
important details of the argument 
and stating once again what the 
reader is to believe or do.

Name:________________________________________________                                              Date:_____________________________





 
MargD 

 



Persuasive Writing Graphic Organizer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph #1 – Introduction 
 Attention-grabbing beginning - 

 
 

 Description of issue - 
 
 

 Opinion Statement - 

Paragraph #2 
 

Reason #1 –  
 
 
Evidence to support  
(details and examples) 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Paragraph #3 
 

Reason #2 –  
 
 
Evidence to support  
(details and examples) 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
-	  

Paragraph #4 
 

Reason #3 –  
 
 
Evidence to support  
(details and examples) 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- Can you include a rebuttal? 
- 
- 
-	  

Paragraph #5 – Conclusion 
 Restate opinion - 

 
 

 Summarize 3 reasons - 
 
 

 Call to action or closing statement - 



Persuasive Writing Outline 
 

Topic  I. _________________________________ 
 
 
Thesis Sentence _______________________________________________________________ 
   _______________________________________________________________ 
                                _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Reason/Example A. _________________________________________________________ 
            _________________________________________________________ 
            _________________________________________________________ 

Supporting 1. _________________________________ 
   Details  2. _________________________________ 
     3. _________________________________ 
     4. _________________________________ 
 

Reason/Example B. _________________________________________________________ 
            _________________________________________________________ 
            _________________________________________________________ 
   

Supporting 1. _________________________________ 
   Details  2. _________________________________ 
     3. _________________________________ 
     4. _________________________________ 
  

Reason/Example C. _________________________________________________________ 
            _________________________________________________________ 
            _________________________________________________________ 
 

Supporting 1. _________________________________ 
   Details  2. _________________________________ 
     3. _________________________________ 
     4. _________________________________ 
 
 Counterargument:  ___________________________________ 
    ___________________________________ 
    ___________________________________ 
 
 

Conclusion _______________________________________________________________ 
   _______________________________________________________________ 
                                _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Persuasive Writing Graphic Organizer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thesis Sentence 

Reason #1 

Reason #2 

Reason #3 

Facts/Detail 

Facts/Detail 

Facts/Detail 

Facts/Detail 

Facts/Detail 

Facts/Detail 

Facts/Detail 

Facts/Detail 

Facts/Detail 

Counterargument 



 
Graduation Writing Test Graphic Organizer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reason 1:  Reason 2:  Reason 3: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanation/Details: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanation/Details: 
 

Explanation/Details: 
 

 
 
 
 

  

What is a counterargument against your position? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thesis: 
 
 



 
Graduation Writing Planning Web 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Reason/Example #1 Reason/Example #2 

Thesis Statement 
(Position) 

Reason/Example #3 

Counterargument / Rebuttal 
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Name______________________ 
Persuasive Writing  Organizer 

Topic/Issue 
Side 1 Side 2 

Reason 1 Reason 2 

3 Supporting Details/Examples 

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________ 

3 Supporting Details/Examples 

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________ 

Restate your main idea: 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
Summarize your supporting reasons: 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
Recommendations/Actions:___________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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Name______________________ Persuasive Writing 

Topic/Issue:__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your position:_________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Introduction of supporting reasons:________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason 1:____________________________________________________________ 
Supporting Detail/Facts_________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Reason 2:____________________________________________________________ 
Supporting Detail/Facts_________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Reason 3:____________________________________________________________ 
Supporting Detail/Facts_________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion: 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

 
(Remember to sum up your reasons and provide some action steps) 

2 Points of View 
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Name______________________ Persuasive Writing Rubric 

Introduction 
 
Topic and issue are identified. 
Both sides of the issue are 
identified  with brief  
reasons for the issue.  
Author’s position is clearly 
stated along with the intro-
duction of supporting reasons 
 
Body 
 
Each topic sentence provides 
relevant and specific  
examples.  
 
Arguments are used help to  
influence the reader. 
 
Author’s point of view/
opinions are supported with 
both personal and factual  
information.   
 
Conclusion 
 
Reasons are summed up. A  
solution is clearly identified 
with some form of action 
which provides the reader 
with a sense of ending. 
 
Vocabulary 
Organization,  
Grammar 
 
Sentence structure, spelling, 
word choice, mechanics,  
conventions. 

   Needs     Fair              Good         Excellent 
Improvement 

Overall Score__________ 
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Name______________________ 

Reason # 1 Convincing  fact Convincing opinion 

Reason # 2 Convincing  fact Convincing opinion 

Reason # 3 Convincing  fact Convincing opinion 

I Need a New: 
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Name______________________ Persuasive Writing Organizer 

Reason # 1 Convincing  fact Convincing opinion 

Reason # 2 Convincing  fact Convincing opinion 

Reason # 3 Convincing  fact Convincing opinion 

Attention 
Grabber 
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Name______________________ 

Preparing for Persuasive Writing 

My issue/argument_____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

Arguments for: 
(include supporting details) 

Arguments against: 
(include supporting details) 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________ 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________ 
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Name______________________ 

Persuasive Writing:  
My Opinion 

In my opinion________________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
 

Reason____________________________________ 
Why_____________________________________ 
 
Reason____________________________________ 
Why_____________________________________ 
 
Reason____________________________________ 
Why_____________________________________ 
 
Convincing words I’ll use: 
 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
Why might somebody not agree with me? 
 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
(Knowing ‘why’ somebody may not agree with you, helps to give reasons to convince them  
otherwise) 
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Name______________________ 

My Opinion 

Topic: 

My opinion: _________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

Reason # 1_______________ 
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

Reason # 2______________ 
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

Reason # 3______________ 
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

Reason # 4______________ 
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 



© http://www.worksheetplace.com 

Name______________________ 
Convince Me!!! 

My Issue/Argument:_______________________ 
___________________________________ 

My clearly stated position:___________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
How I will get the reader’s interest:_____________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
My relevant information is:__________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
Research and facts are: ____________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
Convincing words I’ll use are:_________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
The arguments against will be:_________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
Reasons I’m ready for the arguments against are:____________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
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Name______________________ Practice Using Connective Words 

Complete the following, using your imagination: 
 
1.  In my opinion_______________________________________________________________________, 
 
but_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  In my opinion_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
never the less_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  We should be allowed to_______________________________________________________________ 
 
and as a result_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  It could be argued that________________________________________________________________ 
 
but on the other hand___________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Worst of all is______________________________________________________________________ 
 
but looking at it another way______________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  All we have to do is__________________________________________________________________ 
 
and on the other hand__________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Compare this to____________________________________________________________________ 
 
thus_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  It could be argued that_______________________________________________________________ 
 
and as a result________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  It is no wonder_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
so then_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  It is always good to_________________________________________________________________ 
 
and it makes sense because______________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Worst of all_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
and as a result________________________________________________________________________ 
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My Argument                                               Name:  _____________________________ 

Topic: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Sentence:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transitional Statement:___________________________________________________________________________
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason 1:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Supporting Details:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Transitional Statement:____________________________________________________________________________
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reason 2:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Supporting Details:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transitional Statement:____________________________________________________________________________
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason 3:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Supporting Details:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transitional Statement:____________________________________________________________________________
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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To write your conclusion, use personal pronouns (I would like to convince you 

that) remember to back it up with good connectives (due to, therefore ...) and 

remember to state what you’ve indicated or demonstrated with your argument. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concluding paragraph:__________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Transition Word or Phrase 
 

Reason #3 Topic Sentence:  _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
Supporting Details:  

1.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
2.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
3.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Concluding Summary:  __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What vocabulary words will I use to make my argument in a strong but polite way?  __________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSUASIVE ESSAY ORGANIZER 
Name:  __________________________________________ Date:  __________________ 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Main Idea Topic Sentence:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Reasons:   Body 1 ___________________________________________________________ 

   Body 2 ___________________________________________________________ 

   Body 3 ___________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion sentence:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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BODY #1 

Reason #1  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   1 ______________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   2 ______________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   3 ______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion sentence:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 
BODY #2 

Reason #2  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   1 ______________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   2 ______________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   3 ______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion sentence:  __________________________________________________________________ 
 

BODY #3 

Reason #3  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   1 ______________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   2 ______________________________________________________________ 

Detail/Example   3 ______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion sentence:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 
CONCLUSION 

Restate Main Idea:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Restate Supporting Reasons:   1 __________________________________________________________ 

            2 _________________________________________________________ 

            3 __________________________________________________________ 

Recommendations and/or Predictions:  ____________________________________________________ 

MY OPINION 
A GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 

My Opinion: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 

My Reasons: 

1.   _______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.   _______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.   _______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

CONCEPT MAP 
Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 
 
Reason #1               Reason #2 
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My Opinion: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reason #3               Reason #4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERSUASIVE PLANNING SHEET 
Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 
Paragraph One:  Introduction 

 Introductory Statement:   ___________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Background Information:   __________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Main Transition Sentence to Bodies  (State your opinions and three reasons):   ________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph Two:  Body 1 

 Topic Sentence:  __________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Support one:   ____________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 Support  two:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 Support three:   ___________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 Closing/Transition Sentence:   _______________________________________________ 

Paragraph Three:  Body 2 

 Topic Sentence:  __________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Support one:   ____________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 Support  two:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 Support three:   ___________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 Closing/Transition Sentence:   _______________________________________________ 

 

Paragraph Four:  Body 3 

 Topic Sentence:  __________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Support one:   ____________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 Support  two:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 Support three:   ___________________________________________________________ 

 Example:  _______________________________________________________________ 
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 Closing/Transition Sentence:   _______________________________________________ 

Paragraph Five:  Rebuttal 

 Topic Sentence:  __________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Objection one:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Rebuttal:   _______________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

Objection two:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Rebuttal:   _______________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Objection three:  __________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Rebuttal:   _______________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Closing sentence:   ________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph Six:  Conclusion 

 Restatement of Opinion:  ___________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Powerful Ending:   ________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PERSUASIVE PLANNER 
Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 

Introduction: 

Introductory Sentence: 

 

Background Information: 

 

Main Transition Sentence (Opinion, *1, *2, *3): 
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Body 1: 

*1 Topic Sentence (one main reason): 

 

 Supporting Argument 1: 

Example: 

 Supporting Argument 2: 

Example: 

 Supporting Argument 3: 

Example: 

Transition Sentence/Closing Sentence: 

 

Body 2: 

*2 Topic Sentence (one main reason): 

 

 Supporting Argument 1: 

Example: 

 Supporting Argument 2: 

Example: 

 Supporting Argument 3: 

Example: 

Transition Sentence/Closing Sentence: 

 

 

Body 3: 

*3 Topic Sentence (one main reason): 

 

 Supporting Argument 1: 

Example: 

 Supporting Argument 2: 

Example: 

 Supporting Argument 3: 
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Example: 

Transition Sentence/Closing Sentence: 

 

Rebuttal: 

Topic Sentence (conciliatory tones): 
 

 Objection 1: 

Rebuttal: 

 Objection 2: 

Rebuttal: 

 Objection 3: 

Rebuttal: 

Transition/Closing Sentence: 

 
 
Conclusion: 

Restated Opinion (Hint:  re-read introduction): 

 

 

Powerful Ending Statement: 

 

 

 

 

 

PREPARING TO WRITE YOUR LETTER 
Name:  ________________________________________________Date:  ______________ 

Arguments Against __________________________________________________________ 
Based on your reading of the source materials, list below the most important arguments, or 

points of view, used to support this position.  Also, list the evidence or claims which support 

each argument. 

 

 Arguments Against        Supporting Evidence or Claims 
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PREPARING TO WRITE YOUR LETTER 
Name:  ___________________________________________________Date:  ______________ 

Arguments For  _______________________________________________________________ 
Based on your reading of the source materials, list below the most important arguments, or 

points of view, used to support this position.  Also, list the evidence or claims which support 

each argument. 

 

    Arguments For                 Supporting Evidence or Claims 
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DEBATE PLANNING CHART 
STATING DEBATE ISSUES 

Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 

  PROPOSITION: 

 

 
  POSSIBLE AFFIRMATIVE ARGUMENTS     POSSIBLE NEGATIVE ARGUMENTS 
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IS THIS A GOOD _______________? 
Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 
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             Yes       No 
 
 
 
 

This is why I think so: 
 
1.   _______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.   _______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. _______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

My idea for a better __________________ is: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EXPOSITORY PILLAR-PREWRITING FRAMEWORK 
Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 
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MAIN IDEA #1  ____________________________ 
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DECISION-MAKING MODEL 
Name:  ____________________________________ Date:  ______________ 
 
Problem             Goal(s) 

 

 

Detail 

MAIN IDEA #2  ____________________________ 

Detail 

MAIN IDEA #3  ____________________________ 

Detail 

CONCLUSION: 
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Alternatives             Pros (+) & Cons (-) 

       (+) 
 
              (-) 

       (+) 

       (-) 
 

              (+) 

              (-) 

       (+) 

       (-) 
 

Decision(s)             Reason(s) 

 

 

PERSUASIVE WRITING ORGANIZER 
Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 

 
Introduction 

 
Position Sentence 

Reason 1: 

  GO.22.11 



© http://worksheetplace.com 
 

  Reason 2: 

  Reason 3: 

 

Paragraph 2          Paragraph 3      Paragraph 4 

Topic Sentence (Reason 1)        Topic Sentence (Reason 2)    Topic Sentence (Reason 3) 

 
3 examples/details         3 examples/details     3 examples/details 

 

 

 

 
Closing Sentence         Closing Sentence                Closing Sentence 

 

 
Conclusion 

Restate Position 
 

Sum up major points 

 

 

 

 

Clincher 

 

 

ADVANTAGES vs. DISADVANTAGES 
Name:  ____________________________________ Date:  ______________ 

 

Advantages       Disadvantages 
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My position on ____________________ is:  ______________________________. 

         Points Earned Assessed By 
Assessment list for task:   Points Possible    Self  Teacher 

1. Brainstorm form is completed with       _____    _____   _____ 

sufficient details. 

2. Form contains relevant information       _____    _____   _____ 

and facts from relevant articles. 

3. Position is stated.          _____    _____   _____ 

TOTAL:       _____    _____   _____ 

DISCUSSION WEB 
Name:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________ 

 

          NO            YES 
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QUESTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

DEBATE PLANNING CHART 
SIGNIFICANCE OF ARGUMENTS 

Name:  _____________________________________ Date:  ______________ 
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Least Significant 

       Argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Significant 

      Argument 
 

 

TOPIC:  ____________________________________________ 
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Name: _______________________________________

 Date: _______________ 
 
 
My opinion is ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
because 
 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
2. _____________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. _____________________________________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________________________ 

  
_____________________________________________________________  

  
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Success Criteria for  

   Persuasive Writing 
√  I will state my point of view. 

√  I will use the present tense. 

√  I will make strong points. 

√  I will back up my opinions with  
      evidence. 

√  I will use conjunctions. (therefore, 
      then, although…) 

√  I will use strong words. 

√  I will write a convincing  
     conclusion. 
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Name______________________ 
            Persuasive Writing 
            Success Criteria 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I clearly chose a side. 
 
I have a great opening sentence. 
 
I have 3 or more good arguments. 
 
I have included facts. 
 
I have included opinions and personal views. 
 
I remain on topic. 
 
I have a strong closing sentence. 
 
I have used good word choices. 
 
I have written in the form of the first person. 
 

Topic: 
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Name______________________ 

Persuasive Writing Checklist 

Introduction 
 
1. Did you use one or two sentences to introduce the topic? 
2. Did you introduce your argument, issue or controversy? 
3. Did you provide one or two sentences to show an opponents view? 
4. Is your own opinion stated clearly? 
5. Did you give 3 brief reasons for your opinion/position? 
 
Body 
 
1. Do you have a paragraph for each of your 3 reasons for your opinion? 
2. Is each reason re-stated at the beginning of each paragraph? 
3. Did you back up each reason with facts and opinions? 
4. Did you include closing remarks at the end of each paragraph? 
 
Conclusion 
 
1. Did you re-state your position/opinion? 
2. Did you finish with a solution or suggest some action that should be taken? 
3. Did you leave the reader with a sense of ending? 
 
Overall: 
 
1. Does your persuasive writing sound convincing enough to change the mind 

of an opponent? 
2. Did you use opinions, facts and logic? 
3. Do you address what may be wrong with the opponent’s view? 
4. Have you really made your readers think?  
5. Have you touched the hearts of your readers in some way? 
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Effective Feedback and 
Conferencing Suggestions: 

Overall Idea: 
• What motivated you to write this? 
• Did you have any challenges? 
• Explain to me what you meant by this idea. 
• Is there a way you could elaborate more on this idea? 
• What made you think of this idea? 
• Why do you like this idea so much? 
• You have captured my interest, is there more you could share on this? 
• Does this idea remind you of anything else? 
Organization: 
• Your beginning is well stated. 
• What could you add to the beginning to make it more clear for the reader? 
• Your ideas flow nicely. 
• Could you think of a way to make your ideas flow more logically? 
• Can you think of different connective words to use? (however, yet, none the less, therefore, eventu-

ally, then…) 
• Your content is easy to follow, it has step by step flow. 
• Could you organize this into a more step by step flow? 
Use of Voice 
• I like the way your voice comes through in your writing 
• What makes a reader want to keep reading this?  Why? 
• If somebody else read this, how would they describe it? (enjoyable, good information, silly etc.) 
Word Choice 
• My favorite word is___________ what is yours? 
• I think you may have used ______________ too often, what else could you use? 
• What other words could you use in place of____________. 
• I’m glad you chose new words, where did you get those ideas? 
• Is there another way you could have said_______________? 
Fluency 
• This sentence is awkward, is there another way you could write it? 
• This sentence has good flow, I like the way you……………………… 
• Could you have added dialogue here? 
• I like the way you used dialogue. 
• Your sentences all make sense and flow well. 
• Have you proof-read for punctuation?  
• Do you need to add anything? 
Overall 
• What did you learn from writing this? 
• What will you write about next time? 
• What is it about this writing that you think readers will enjoy most? 
• Where could you improve? 
• What did you learn while writing this? 
• Did you discover any challenges? 
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Success Criteria: Persuasive Argument 
 
Content 
 
 

Opening 
My opening paragraph clearly states the issue and an overview of the main 
points. 

 

Each paragraph is focused on one key point.  

Each topic/reason sentence is supported by evidence and an example.   

My reasons are sequenced by priority with the most important first. I have 
included significant detail. 

 

My conclusion focuses on the main points, I end with a very strong 
recommendation and reason to convince the reader. 

 

 
 
Vocabulary 
 
 

I stick with one tense.  

Strong use of verbs.    

Connective words are used.   

I have used cause and effect. (Clearly state the action and what it leads to.)  

I have used strong, convincing words and effective adjectives.   

Strong emotion about how I feel is very evident throughout my writing.    

I have a strong conclusion.   

My grammar, punctuation and spelling has been checked and is correct.   
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