




3 Tiers of Vocabulary for Secondary Education 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Tier 1 – NOT INCLUDED IN UNIT PLAN 
Words that we pick up in daily conversation 

 
- Do not need to be taught 

 
Examples:  chair, hand, desk 

Tier 2 
General academic words that occur in conversation or text, but may 

not be acquired through everyday conversation 
 

- Frequently encountered because applicable to many content areas 
- Often synonyms of common words 

 
Examples:  industrious (vs. hardworking), elated (vs. thrilled),  

saunter (vs. stroll), pervasive (vs. widespread) 

Tier 3 
Content-specific words applicable to specific areas of study 

 
- More common in informational texts 

- Recognized as new or “hard” words; may be part of a glossary   
  

Examples:  isotope, inalienable rights, remote interior angle 












