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SOAPSTone WORKSHEET 
(The following two pages are an AP graphic organizer to be used for  

primary document analysis within the lesson) 

 

 

S 

 

What is the subject of the 

piece? 

 

What are the general 

topics/and/or/ideas 

contained in the text? 

 

 

 

O 

 

What is the occasion? 

 

What are the time, place, 

and setting of the piece? 

 

 

 

A 

 

Who is the audience? 

 

To whom is the piece 

directed? 

 

 

 

 

P 

 

What is the purpose? 

 

What is the purpose or 

reason this piece was 

written? 

 

 

 

 

 

S 

 

Who is the speaker? 

 

Who is the voice that 

tells the story? 

 

 

 

 

 

Tone 

 

What is the tone of the 

piece? 

 

What is the attitude or 

emotional characteristics 

present in the piece? 

 

 

 



SOAPSTone DESCRIPTION 

 

 

Who is the Speaker? 

 The voice that is speaking. Identification of the historical person (or group of people) who created the 

primary source. 

 What do we know about this historic or contemporary person? 

 What role does he play in an historic event? 

What is the Occasion? 

 What is the time and place? The context in which the primary source was created? 

 What is the Geographic and Historic intersection at which this source was produced? 

Who is the Audience? 

 The readers to whom this document is directed. 

 The audience may be one person, a small group, or a large group; it may be a certain person or a certain 

people. 

What is the Purpose? 

 What is the reason behind the text 

 Why was it written? 

 What goal did the author have in mind? 

What is the Subject? 

 What is the general topic, content, or idea contained in the text? 

 Summarize in a few words or phrase. 

What is the Tone? 

 What is the attitude expressed by the speaker? 

 Examine the choice of words, emotions expressed, imagery used to determine the speaker's attitude.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







I See, I Think, I Wonder Routine 
 

I See I Think I Wonder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



I See I Think I Wonder
According to text evidence I can visualize... Background Knowledge + text evidence=Inference Based on the text, I wonder…

1. As I read the story I see… 1. I think … 1. I wonder…

Because I know that…

2. As I read the story I see… The text says…
2. I wonder…

2. I think …

Because I know that…

The text says…





Summary Routine 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Title_______________________________________________________________ 

Source/Genre_______________________________________________________ 

1. Read the article or section of text. 

2. Fill in the 5 Ws and H. 

 Who: 

 What: 

 When: 

 Where: 

 Why: 

 How: 

3. Write a sentence summary using the information you obtained from the 5 W’s 
and/or How if applicable.  
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 





Frame Routine 

Background 

The Frame Routine is a strategy designed to assist students as they organize topics, 
main ideas and details about reading assignments. This technique includes a basic 
hierarchic graphic organizer called a "Frame" that can be used to help students think 
and talk about the key topic and essential related information. 

Benefits 

Frames allow students to identify the main ideas and supporting details while reading 
texts. As they list them on a Frame graphic, comprehension of the written material tends 
to increase. The Frame Routine is flexible and can be used with all content areas. The 
Frame Routine can be particularly beneficial to many students with learning disabilities 
because it depicts the organization of the concepts that students are expected to learn. 

Create and use the strategy 

Introduce the assigned passage of text to the students. Discuss the Frame Routine 
technique and model the procedure by co-constructing an initial Frame graphic. 
Simultaneously fill in information with students on blank copies of the form. This 
provides teachers with the opportunity to monitor the students' level of understanding 
and to adjust instruction as needed. After students have become familiar with use of the 
Frame Routine, they can use the Frame graphics independently or in small groups as 
they identify main ideas and essential details from pre-selected texts. 

There are five basic steps for using the Frame Routine: 

1. Select the topic 

The teacher introduces the lesson topic and provides students with a blank 
Frame. Students note the topic in the appropriate spaces on the graphic. This 
would most likely be the title of the reading selection. 

2. Determine the main ideas 

Students record brief statements or words that summarize key ideas relating to 
the topic. 

3. Discuss the details 

The details that are important for students to learn and remember are written on 
the Frame graphic in the essential details boxes. These essential details can 
later be ranked on the graphic according to level of importance. 

  



4. Develop the "Big Idea"The teacher, small groups, or the whole class develop the 
Big Idea statement or the "So what?" idea. This statement is designed to help 
students understand how the topic fits with the overall context. 
These statements can take the form of: 

a. A short summary 

b. A conclusion the student has drawn 

c. A connection to a real-world application relevant to the student 

5. Evaluate the information 

The teacher facilitates evaluation of the new information when it is clearly 
organized. Several follow-up activities can then be employed to extend students' 
understanding of important concepts. Such activities might include the following: 

a. Having in-depth discussions; 

b. Debating various points; 

c. Drawing conclusions; 

d. Making connections to other ideas; 

e. Forming predictions, or forecasts; and 

f. Engaging in journal writing 
 



       

Frame Routine 

Name    
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Details   Essential Details   Essential Details 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

is about… 

Key Topic 

Big Idea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Idea 

 

Main Idea 

 

Main Idea 
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