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Descriptive Text Organizer 

Descriptive Texts 

Descriptive texts are written to describe an object, person, 

place, event or idea. 

Signs of Descriptive Text 

• Specific characteristics or features are described or 

explained (size, shape, location, color, etc.). 

• Descriptive adjectives are used throughout the text. 

• Details are provided to help the reader visualize the 

topic. 

• Examples are often provided (for instance, such as, an 

example, to illustrate, to demonstrate).      

• The topic word or a synonym for the topic is often 

repeated. 

Guiding Questions 

• Topic: What specific topic, person, idea, or thing is 

being described or explained? (One-two words.) 

• Important Details: How is the topic being described or 

explained? (What is it, what does it look like, what 

does it do, what happens, etc.) 

• Main Idea: What features or characteristics are 

important to remember or understand about the topic 

being described? (One sentence.) 

• Summary: What are the main ideas and important 

details that are necessary to include? How will you 

state them in your own words following the structure 

of the text? (As concisely as possible.) 
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Descriptive Text Organizer 
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Determining Importance Toolbox 
 

 

 Scan the text, notice text features & structure 

 Use background knowledge 

 Make predictions 

 Set a purpose for reading 
 
 

 
 Look for a main idea statement 

 Look for repeated words or phrases 

 Use text features: 

- Table of Contents 

- Titles, headings and subheadings 

- Font (colored, italics, bold) 

- Graphics (e.g. photos, diagrams, maps, etc.) 

- Captions and labels 

- Definitions and pronunciation guide 

 Chunk the text 

 Use text structure 
 
 

 

 Reread, discuss and identify main ideas 
© 2013 Texas Education Agency / The University of Texas System 
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