
Cognitive Strategies and 
 Making Connections  



Step 2 

Give the strategy a name. 
 

 
 

Example: 
 

Today we are going to learn a comprehension 
strategy called “making inferences.” 
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Step 3 
Define the strategy, how and when it is used, 

and how it helps with reading. 
 

 
 

Example:   
 

The strategy we’re talking about today is called 
“making inferences.” Sometimes the author 

doesn’t tell us everything, but leaves hints to help 
us figure things out.  When we make inferences, 
we use clues from the text and our background 

knowledge to figure something out.   
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Step 4 

Give students touchstones, such as a hand 
gesture or visual representation, to help them 

remember the strategy. 
 
 
 

Examples: 
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Step 5 
 Think aloud, using the strategy in a                  

variety of contexts.   
 
 

Example: 
 

Hmm, I’m inferring that this boy is very responsible. 
He tells Mr. Crawford what he’s done without making 

excuses. That tells me a lot about his character. I 
know from my background knowledge, that when 

someone takes responsibility for what they’ve done, 
they ask what they can do to make it better. The 
author doesn’t tell us he’s responsible, but we can 

use the clues in the text and our background 
knowledge to infer that the boy is responsible. 
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Step 6 
Engage students by providing meaningful 

opportunities for them to share their thinking 
during the reading. Practice shared application 

with planned discussion prompts. 
 

 
 

Example: 
 

Let’s think for a moment.  Can you infer how young 
Abe feels about this book? How do you know that? ...  

 
Turn and talk with your partner about how Abe feels 

about this book. 
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Step 7 
Scaffold practice, providing opportunities for 
students to use the strategy while reading with 

the teacher’s support and monitoring. 
 
 
 

Example: 
 

Read the next two paragraphs on your own and 
think about the inferences you have to make to 

answer this question:  
 

Why does Susan B. Anthony say there will be a 
rebellion? Jot down the clues you use to infer the 

answer to the question.   
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Step 8 
Provide accountability measures for students 

when using the strategy independently. 
 
 
 

Example: 
 

When you are reading today, place a sticky 
note in the text when you make an  

inference.  Be ready to share the clues from 
the text and the background knowledge you 

used to make that inference. 
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Anchor Lesson for Making Connections 

• Have students create their own background knowledge 
poster or represent their background knowledge some 
other way 

• For example, students create a head shape (bust) out of 
clay and then tape the thought clouds to toothpicks so that 
they can stick them into their clay heads. They then present 
to the entire class where you can lead the discussion 
afterwards and compare/contrast and make connections to 
the other students 

• Think, Turn, Talk: How does this hands-on activity reinforce 
the anchor lesson for Making Connections? What ideas do 
you have to help your students understand the concept of 
Making Connections and record them for Step 1 
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