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Grades 6-12 



Making Inferences 

• What inferences are you making? 
• What are you doing to make those inferences? 
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Goals for This Training 
 

 

 

• Review key factors which relate to 
teaching Making Inferences and 
Predictions. 

• Discuss and practice various scaffolds 
for teaching Making Inferences and 
Predictions. 

• Consider how instructional scaffolds 
for teaching Making Inferences and 
Predictions can be applied across 
disciplines. 
 
 

 



The Teacher is Key 

“Children’s difficulties on inference-related 
items often correlate to teachers’ lack of clarity 
about what good inference instruction looks 

like … if we’re not sure how to 
describe inference, our instruction 
tends to be less explicit, less  
frequent, and less than memorable.” 

 
(Keene & Zimmermann, 2007, p. 148) 

 



Cognitive Strategy Routine 



(Harvey & Goudvis, 2007; Miller, 2002)   
 

Making Inferences 
Inferring includes: 

• Creating interpretations and synthesizing 
information. 

• Making predictions. 
• Determining meanings of unknown 

words. 
• Creating mental images.  
• Inferring answers to our own questions. 

 



CREATING INTERPRETATIONS AND 
SYNTHESIZING INFORMATION 

7 © 2013 Texas Education Agency / The University of Texas System 



Scaffolds to Support Inferring 



Modeling Using the Graphic Organizer 

1. Read the assigned text. 
2. Set a CPQ for the reading. 
3. Plan where you will model thinking aloud where 

you find answers to the CPQ.  
– Some of your statements should be directly stated in 

the text and some should be inferred.  
– When making an inference, be sure to plan how you 

will explain the inference by including evidence from 
the text as well as the background knowledge you 
used to make the inference. 

– Place your sticky notes in the teacher text as a 
reminder of when to stop and what you’re thinking. 
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You Do 
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• Read From Hiroshima. 
• Use the Cognitive Strategy 

Routine Lesson Planning Card 
to plan a CPQ for this text. 
 



You Do 

• Use the Think-Aloud sticky notes to record 
statements you will stop to think-aloud for 
students. 

 

 
 



• Place your three sticky notes 
on the blank graphic 
organizer.  

• To ensure that your lesson is 
clear and explicit, plan what 
you will say to students. 
Record the text evidence 
and/or background 
knowledge you relied on to 
make the statement. 

You Do 



• Now that your planning is 
done, place your sticky notes 
back in the text as a reminder 
of where to stop and share 
your thinking while reading 
aloud to the class. 

• Model filling out a blank 
graphic organizer with your 
class. Refer to your planning 
organizer to help you 
remember what to write. 

You Do 



Annotating the Text 
• “The concept of holding and marking thinking is new 

to a lot of students, because they’ve been taught 
that it’s the teacher’s job to ask the questions, and 
the student’s job to answer them.” 

• “Merely underlining text is not enough. Thinking 
about the text must accompany the underlining.” 

• “I have to teach students how to show their thinking 
again and again. It doesn’t miraculously happen 
because I’ve assigned it.”  

                                                                                          (Tovani, 2004, pp. 68-69) 

 



Annotating the Text 
• Select small, complex pieces of text to model 

annotating text for students. 
• Set a CPQ for the reading. 
• Project the text so that it is large enough for all 

students to see.  
• Read the text aloud, stopping to underline the key 

information and place sticky notes explaining your 
thinking in the margin of the text.  

• Clearly explain, why you underlined what you did 
and what you are thinking. 
 



I Do / We Do 
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I Do / We Do 
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Reflect and Share 

• How might these two scaffolds support student 
comprehension? 

• How have you used these scaffolds in your lessons? 
• Making Inferences Graphic Organizer 
• Annotating text 
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From Hiroshima, page 1199

Hersey, J. (2007) From hiroshima. In Prentice Hall Literature. The American Experience (pp. 1198-1199). Boston, MA: 

Pearson Prentice Hall.  
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STAAR English I Reading 
Anne of Green Gables 

2011 Release
Reading Selection 1 

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.
 

from 

Anne of Green Gables 

A Play by R. N. Sandberg 

Adapted from L. M. Montgomery’s Novel

 1 	 [Avonlea Station. A small figure, a child, sits on a battered suitcase. The child 
wears a too-large overcoat and a cap covering its head. We can see only the 
child’s back as the lights come up. The child wraps the coat more tightly 
around itself and turns toward us for the first time: she is a girl, a simple, 
tattered dress under her coat. The stationmaster comes to pick up a mailbag 
and notices the girl.] 

2 STATIONMASTER: Now, look, my girl. We’ve got a ladies’ waiting room, and 
that’s where you ought to be. You’ve been out here long enough. 

3 ANNE: I prefer to stay outside. There’s more scope for imagination. [Looking 
off.] Like with that wild cherry tree. If no one comes for me, that’s where I’ll 
sleep tonight. All white with bloom in the moonshine. I’ll imagine I’m dwelling 
in marble halls. [Pointing off.] Oh, look, look at it now—as the wind’s blown it. 
What does it make you think of?

 4	 STATIONMASTER: A cherry tree blowing in the wind. 

5	 ANNE: My goodness, no! 

6 STATIONMASTER: And all the fruit that’ll fall off and be squashed. What a 
mess I’ll have to clean up. 

7 ANNE: It looks just like a bride! With a lovely misty veil. I’ve never seen one, 
but I can imagine what she would look like. I don’t ever expect to be a bride 
myself. I’m too homely. But I hope that someday I shall have a white dress. 
That is my highest ideal of earthly bliss.

 8 	 [An older man, very tentative and shy, enters. He stands diffidently off to the 
side, looking around for something at first, and then focuses in on Anne and 
hears her last few lines.] 

9 STATIONMASTER:  [Sees the man and goes to him.] About time you got 

here, Matthew.
 

10 MATTHEW: Will the 5:30 train be long? 

11 STATIONMASTER: Been in and gone half an hour. [Indicating Anne.] There 
she is. [Confidently.] She’s a case. Got a tongue runs longer than a freight 
train to Ottawa. 

Page 2
 

Sandberg, R. N. (1991). Anne of green gables, adapted from L. M. Montgomery’s novel. Texas Education Agency STAAR Released Test Questions. State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness English I Reading 2011 Released Selections and Test Questions. Retrieved August 8, 2013 from http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/
linkit.aspx? LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147503457&libID=2147503451 



Anne of Green Gables, Annotated





Sandberg, R. N. (1991). Anne of green gables, adapted from L. M. Montgomery’s novel. Texas Education Agency STAAR Released Test 
     Questions. State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness English I Reading 2011 Released Selections and Test Questions. 
     Retrieved August 8, 2013 from http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx? 
     LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147503457&libID=2147503451 
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STAAR English I Reading 2011 Release
Released Test Questions 

1 	 In paragraph 1, the description of Anne in the stage directions is intended to evoke  
feelings of — 

A  fear
 

B  doubt
 

C  anger
 

D  pity
 

2 	 In paragraph 11, the stationmaster uses figurative language to indicate that Anne — 

A has traveled a long way 

B talks too much 

C has a wild imagination 

D cannot be fully trusted 

Page 5
 

3 	 The lines “That is my highest ideal of earthly bliss” and “It will be my lifelong sorrow” suggest that 
Anne has a tendency to be — 

A  melodramatic
 

B  rational
 

C  persuasive
 

D  hopeless
 

Handout 4



STAAR English I Reading 2011 Release
Released Test Questions 

4 	 Which quotation most strongly suggests that Anne is eager to please Matthew? 

A Yes, it’s red. Now, you see why I can’t be perfectly happy. 

B Would you rather I didn’t talk? If you say so I’ll stop. 

C It looks just like a bride! With a lovely misty veil. 

D Shouldn’t we be going? 

5 	 Matthew’s lines and stage directions suggest that he is — 

A  kindhearted 

B  efficient 

C  sarcastic 

D  uncomfortable 

6 In what way do the stationmaster’s lines in  paragraphs 4 and 6 help develop the character  of the 
protagonist? 

A They emphasize how old he is compared with Anne.
 

B They reveal that he is more honest than Anne.
 

C They serve to highlight Anne’s imaginativeness.
 

D They establish Anne’s eagerness to be adopted.
 

Page 6
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