
Making Connections 
Grades 6-12 



Introducing Cognitive Strategies 
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Teaching the Strategy (Steps 2-4) 
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Step 1: Anchor Lesson 
“Today, we are going to explore our background 
knowledge. Did you know that everyone has 
background knowledge? Background knowledge 
is another way for saying, ‘What I know.’ You 
have lots of background knowledge because you 
know a lot about many things. We get 
background knowledge from doing things, seeing 
things, going places, from reading, and talking 
with others.” 
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My Background Knowledge 
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Step 1: Anchor Lesson 
Use a real-world example to 
create a context. 
 
 Record what you will do for 
Step 1 on your orange 
Cognitive Strategy Lesson 
Planning Card. 
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Step 2: Give the Strategy a Name 

“Today we’re going to learn a strategy called 
Making Connections.” 
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Step 2: Give the Strategy a Name 

“Today we’re going to learn a strategy called 
Making Connections.” 
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Record what you will say for 
Step 2 on your orange 
Cognitive Strategy Lesson 
Planning Card. 
 



Step 3: Tell Why and How it is Used 
Strategy Definition: 
“We are going to learn how to use our background 
knowledge to help us understand what we are 
reading. When something in the text reminds us of 
something we know, we call that making a 
connection.”  
How it helps us understand: 
“When we make connections while reading, it helps 
us understand and remember the text better.” 
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Step 3: Tell Why and How it is Used 
Record what you will say for Step 3 on your 
orange Cognitive Strategy Lesson Planning 
Card. 
 

Making 
Connections… 
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Step 4: Touchstones 

Provide students with a 
hand motion that signals 
“Making Connections” 
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Display strategy poster 
in the classroom 
 



Step 4: Touchstones  

Touchstones: Model hand gesture, explain strategy 
poster and refer to the anchor lesson. 
 

“See this Making Connections strategy poster? It shows a 
chain link. The two links are connected.  This poster helps us  
to remember that good readers make connections when 
they read. Today when I am reading, I will show you when I 
am making a connection to the text by crossing my fingers to 
make them connect. Remember, a connection is when 
something in the text reminds us of something in our 
background knowledge. For example, we all have 
background knowledge of cars.” 
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Step 4: Touchstones 

Record what you will say for Step 4 on your 
orange Cognitive Strategy Lesson Planning 
Card. 
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Step 5: Think Aloud (Side 2)  
 

Step 5 is where we SHOW students                      
how we use the strategy while reading.  
 

We plan a comprehension purpose question (CPQ) 
as well as places to model thinking aloud for 
students. 
 

Step 5 will differ with each lesson. We transfer the 
sticky notes from the planning card and place 
them right on the text.    
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Step 5: Think Aloud 
Pages 13-29 

CPQ: What does Brian 
do to try and help the 
situation.  
“As we read chapter 2, 
I will stop and think-
aloud some of the 
connections I make 
while reading.” 
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Step 6 
Engage students by providing meaningful 
opportunities for them to share their thinking 
during the reading. Practice shared application 
with planned discussion prompts. 
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p. 20. “Let’s think for a 
moment. How do you think 
Brian is feeling right now?  
Can you make a connection to 
how he’s feeling?” 
 

Turn and talk to your partner. 
 



How Can We Help Our Students  
Make Connections? 

• Carefully preview texts and choose texts to which 
students can relate. 

 

• Model authentic connections by thinking through the 
text yourself before reading with the students. 

 

• Be explicit about the ways connections help you 
understand. 

 

– When modeling, use the stems, “That reminds me of …” 
and “That helps me understand the text better because …” 

 

– Post these stems for student reference. 
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Caution 

Weak readers often have difficulty 
understanding text because they make 
connections to background knowledge that is 
irrelevant to the reading task. When students 
are directly taught to integrate background 
knowledge with the text, however, they do 
better on comprehension measures. 
                                                  (Hansen, 1981; Pressley, 2002)  
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Step 7: Scaffolded Practice with Support 

Scaffold practice, providing opportunities for 
students to use the strategy while reading with 
the teacher’s support and monitoring. 
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“We are going to read an article in class today. As you read, I 
want you to be aware of the connections you make to what 
we’ve learned so far about the Earth’s core. Record your 
connections on sticky notes and place them on the text. When 
you are finished reading the article, complete the 3 column 
chart we use for Making Connections and be prepared to share 
your thinking during small group discussion.” 
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Step 7: Scaffolded Practice with Support 

http://www.platetectonics.com/article.asp?a=65&c=5 



Step 8: Accountability 

Provide accountability measures for students when 
using the strategy independently. 
 
“Today when you are reading independently, I want 
you to be aware of the connections you’re making 
while reading. When you’re done reading, complete 
a quick-write in your Reading Reflection Journal, 
explaining the connections you made.” 
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My Background Knowledge 
I know a lot about … 
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What I 

read 

Page # 

Connections 

This reminds me … 

I remember … 

My connection helps me understand the text 

because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Making Connections 
Name:______________________________ 

Title:_______________________________

__ 
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