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Inferring Word Meaning from Context 

“…using the context as a clue 
is something that requires lots 
of practice, something that 
separates dependent from 
independent readers, 
something that is much 
harder than we may have 
realized.”                                                  
            (Beers, 2003, p.186) 
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Inferring Word Meaning from Context 
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The Outside-In Scaffold 
 

1. Look Outside for clues. 
2. Look Inside at word parts. 
3. Insert a likely synonym. 
4. Check by rereading using  
       the synonym.  
                                                           
                                              
Denton, Vaughn, Wexler, Bryan, & Cote (2012) 

 

Bradbury, R. (1951). Fahrenheit 451. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks. 



I Do 
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Because I could not Stop for Death 
by Emily Dickinson 

Because I could not stop for Death— 
He kindly stopped for me— 
The Carriage held but just Ourselves— 
And Immortality. 
 
We slowly drove—He knew no haste 
And I had put away 
My labor, and my leisure too, 
For his Civility— 

Dickinson, E.  (2007). Because I could not stop for death. In Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience. Boston, MA: Pearson Prentice Hall. 

CPQ: What does 
the rider 
experience 
along the way? 



You Do 
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• Read Because I could not stop 
for Death. 

• Use the Cognitive Strategy 
Routine Lesson Planning Card 
to plan a CPQ for this text. 
 



You Do 
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• As you read, select 2 words 
that you will use to think-
aloud the Outside-In Scaffold.   

• On sticky notes, record your 
thinking about these words.  

• Think about how you would 
explain to students WHY you 
are annotating the text the 
way you are. 

 
 
 



Because I could not stop for Death 

Emily Dickinson 

Dickinson, E.  (2007). Because I could not stop for death. In Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience. Boston, MA: Pearson Prentice Hall. 
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