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A Focus on Comprehension 

District TLI Goal Grades 9-12: 
Increase the number of students who 
achieve mastery of inferring so that 
70% of students are successful as 

measured on items assessing Figure 19, 
RC(B) on the 2013 STAAR assessment. 

This will ensure that students meet AYP. 
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“69% of 8th grade students fall 
below the proficient level in 
their ability to comprehend 
the meaning of text. 
 Reading ability is a key 
predictor of achievement in 
mathematics and science.  

 



A Focus on Comprehension 
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Instructional Routines Cognitive Strategies 
Reading With Purpose Making Connections 

Think-Turn-Talk Creating Mental Images 

Cognitive Strategy Routine Making Inferences & Predictions 

Making Connections Asking & Answering Questions 

Marking Connections Determining Importance & Summarizing 



Reading With Purpose 
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Purpose 
Instructional purpose includes the use of one guiding 
question which is set prior to reading.  

 
Comprehension Purpose Question (CPQ) 

 
•give students a purpose for reading; 
• focus students’ attention on what they are to learn; 
• help students to think actively as they read; 
• encourage students to monitor their comprehension;  
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What’s Important to Remember … ? 
• Set a comprehension purpose question when the 

text includes important content all students must be 
able to access and understand. 

• Choose a question that will focus attention 
throughout the reading. 

• Post the CPQ for students to see and refer to. 
• Provide opportunities to discuss and share after 

reading. Think-Turn-Talk Collaboration (TTT pairs) 
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Steps for Setting a Great CPQ 
1. Record/annotate your thinking while reading 

the text you will ask students to read. 
2. Use sticky notes to record your thinking. 

3. Think about what you would want students to 
understand after reading the article. 

4. Create a “Great” CPQ. 
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Step 1: Record / Annotate Your Thinking as you read 
to create CPQ 
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Take out 
handout #1 
RWP, CPQ, 
TTT   



Step 2: Brainstorm Possible CPQs 
• Review the sticky notes on which you 

recorded your thinking. 
• Think about what you would want students to 

understand after reading the article.. 
• Brainstorm possible CPQs (Involve higher 

order thinking, view DOK charts (Handout #2)) 
• Select a Great CPQ to give students to be 

thinking about as they read. (CPQ Cards) 
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What would be a Great CPQ for Article? 
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Think 

Turn 

Talk 



Going From Good to Great! 
A good CPQ: 
• Is answered in the text 

either explicitly or 
implicitly. 
 
 

• Involves student thinking. 
 

• Will focus on 
comprehension. 
 

• Relates to student 
learning. 
 

A great CPQ: 
• Cannot be completely answered 

until students have read the 
entire text. 

• Involves higher order thinking, 
inferences, text evidence or 
synthesis of information. 

• Will deepen and extend 
comprehension. Gets at the 
heart of what you want students 
to understand. 

• Relates to the cognitive 
strategy(ies) currently being  
taught. 
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Why should we Set a CPQ? 
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Think 

Turn 

Talk 



THINK-TURN-TALK? 
Why should we use 
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Engagement 

• One powerful method proven to increase 
motivation, is when teachers create opportunities 
for students to engage in discussions focused on 
learning and understanding from text. 

                 (Torgesen et al., 2007, pp. 53-54) 
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The Power of Think-Turn-Talk  
 

1. Engagement 

2. Comprehension 

3. Think-time 

4. Process Information 

5. Safer Environment 

6. Application 

7. Accountability 

8. Assessment 
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Planning 

• Explicitly discuss expectations 
with students for how they are to 
share their thinking with a 
partner or group 

• Think about how you will pair or 
group students 

• Randomly select students to 
share thinking with the whole 
class 
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http://youtu.be/X02F9DlkPJg 

http://youtu.be/X02F9DlkPJg


Think-time 
Positive effects on students: 

• “The length and correctness of their responses 
increase.  

• The number of their ‘I don't know’ and no answer 
responses decreases.  

• The number of volunteered, appropriate answers by 
larger numbers of students greatly increases.  

• The scores of students on academic achievement 
tests tend to increase.”  

                                                                             (Stahl, 1994)  

 

1.5 
seconds 

3 
seconds 

Copyright 2012 Texas Education Agency and the University of Texas System 18 



Think-time 
Positive effects on teachers: 
 

• “Their questioning strategies tend to be more varied 
and flexible.  

• They decrease the quantity and increase the quality 
and variety of their questions.  

• They ask additional questions that require more 
complex information processing and higher-level 
thinking on the part of students.”  

                                                                             (Stahl, 1994) 
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Planning 
 

Plan stops and questions well in advance. 
 

 Where will you stop? 
 Why will you stop there? 

 
 

• What is the critical information? 
 

• Is there a part that students will need 
support in understanding? 

 

• How long have students been focused 
without an opportunity to interact? 
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Planning 
• Ask questions that involve critical thinking, opinion, or an 

extended answer. 
• Specific: “Why does …?” 
• General: “What are you thinking?” 

 

• Ask questions that relate to the CPQ. 
 

• Ask questions that reinforce the cognitive strategy you are 
focusing on in the lesson. 
 

• Write questions on sticky notes and place them in your 
copy of the text as a reminder where to stop and what 
question you will ask. 
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Handout 
#2DOK 
Posters 
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Planning 
 

 

• After a student shares their thinking, ask them to 
expand on their answer and explain why they 
think what they do. 

• Follow-up student sharing with immediate and 
corrective feedback. 
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Features of Effective Instruction 
Immediate and Corrective Feedback 

 

1. Describing why an answer is correct. 
Examples: 
• Describing why the work was good/well done 
• Commenting on specific word usage 
• Explaining correct responses by one student to the whole 

class 
• Confirming a student’s performance 

                            (Texas Education Agency/University of Texas System, 2007) 

 
 Copyright 2012 Texas Education Agency and the University of Texas System 24 



“The purpose of reading is 
always understanding.” 

     ~ Harvey & Goudvis, 2007 
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